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Regional News
continuing career.Regional News
Longdin and Browning have completed their The first annual report meeting for the South 
baseline surveys of the south coast. Land West Regional Coastal Monitoring 
and Sea have completed roughly 50% of the Programme is to be held at Plymouth on 

th north coast baselines.Wednesday 12  September at the 
University of Plymouth.  The day will 
comprise a number of talks from guest 

North Devon and Somerset (NDASCAG)presenters as well as the official launch of 
The NDASCAG have begun the SMP2 the SWRCMP with press in attendance.
review, led by the Environment Agency, and 
an update on its progress will be provided in 

th
their next meeting on 26  June.  The 
boundaries of the SMP are Hartland Point 
and Anchor Head, the latter changed from 
Brean Down due to breach potential. 

Environment Agency
Approximately 55% of LiDAR data have now 
been collected and this is starting to be Bathy Contracts have all been awarded, 
delivered, aiding ortho-rectification of aerial with surveys due  to begin imminently.
photographs and production of beach 
profiles.  LiDAR data will continue to be 
collected until mid-May, when the winter South Devon and Dorset Coastal 
flying season ends.  The next season will Authorities Group (SDADCAG) 
begin again September/October 2007.  20% 
of the survey area has been covered by 
aerial photography to date and the 
remainder will be covered this summer.  
Ortho-rectified images of Chesil Beach have 
been delivered.  Tenders for the ecological 
mapping element of the programme were 

th
received on 19  April and it is anticipated that Cartographical Surveys have now 
contracts will be awarded in May.completed  50% of their baseline surveys.

Channel Coast Observatory (CCO)Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG) 
Geodata have been awarded the contract to The CISCAG meeting was held on St Marys, 

th continue running and to upgrade the CCO in the Isles of Scilly, on Thursday 19  April, 
website.  This will lead to the creation of a followed by a tour of a quay improvement 
front-end page for the SWRCMP.  Data from scheme on Bryher.  Jerry Masters stepped 
this programme will be available on the down as Chairman for this group, with 
website by early summer.Martin Clemo, of Restormel BC, being 
The wave buoys at Penzance and Start Bay elected as the new chair.  We would like to 
are now in the water and fully operational.  express the thanks of the coastal group to 
We are currently awaiting the return of the Jerry for the hard work he has put into the 
West Bay and Chesil buoys from Datawell.post and wish him every success with his 

An Archive Photograph Database is being 
set up at the Plymouth Coastal Observatory 
(PCO).  Requests for photos to populate the 
PCO photo archive have been sent out to 
project partners and other related parties. 

 For So far the response has been promising, but 
more information about the group and its we are still hoping for many more 
work visit www.ndascag.org.  contributions to broaden the archive and 
Titan Environmental have completed almost make it a useful tool for all users. 
half of the topographic baselines in this area.The PCO are currently investigating the 

possibility of inputting coastal asset data to 
the National Flood and Coastal Defence 
Database (NFCDD) on behalf of the Local 
Authorities thoughout the SW.  

The Prequalification Questionnaires (PQQ) 
have been received from around a dozen 
consultants interested in tendering for the 
SMP2, and a tender list will be agreed 
shortly. Stakeholders are being currently 
being contacted to take part in the SMP2 
consultation process. 



  Directional Wave Riders
Accurate estimates of the wave climate are an essential pre-requisite for coastal engineering, yet 
there is a dearth of long-term wave data from around the UK coastline. The UK Met Office buoys and, 
more recently, WaveNet buoys are a step in the right direction, but are too few in number and too far 
offshore to be of operational use to coastal engineers in the southwest, where directional wave 
information in the nearshore region is required i.e. about 10-12 metres water depth. To this end, the 
South West Regional Coastal Monitoring Programme has extended the network of nearshore wave 
monitoring equipment in the area. The data will be used to develop representative local wave climates 
and for analysis of extreme events, including individual storms. 

Six Datawell Directional WaveRider Mk III buoys (DWR's) have been deployed by EMU Ltd. The time 
series of wave height and direction are transmitted to a shore station, where wave parameters are 
calculated every half hour and sent to the Channel Coast Observatory by a broadband connection, for 
display in near real-time on the website ( ). 

The website displays the wave 
parameters generally found to be the 
most useful; including wave height, 
wave period and wave direction, with 
the addition of sea temperature, which 
is measured about 0.5m below the 
surface. Figure 1 shows wave heights 
recorded at Perranporth on New 
Year’s day 2007. Hs of 5.85m was 
recorded during this storm! 

Many more details about the waves 
are stored at the Channel Coastal 

Observatory. For exa  can be reconstructed,and directional wave 
spectra supplied. This additional information may be of particular use when analysing individual 
storms, or to assess the response of beaches to given storm conditions. 

Data are freely available, either in the form of wave parameters which can be downloaded directly 
from the website or, if Project Partners require more detailed wave information, from the Channel 
Coastal Observatory. Nearshore, real-
time wave data also has a wider 
application and therefore notices about 
the DWR's are being sent to any 
interested parties in the southwest, 
including the RNLI, Fishermen's 
Associations and sailing and diving clubs.

The waverider buoys are located off 
Chesil, West Bay, Slapton Sands, 
Penzance, Perranporth and Minehead 
(see figure 2). Their positions have been 
sent to the Hydrographic Office for 
inclusion on Admiralty charts. 

www.channelcoast.org

mple, time series of the sea surface

 Figure 2: Wave Buoy Locations

Figure 1: New Year’s day 2007, Perranporth



Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal 
Monitoring Programme, or would like further information, please 

contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): Martin Hutchings   
mhutchings@teignbridge.gov.uk

Environment Agency SW: Roy Russell   
Roy.russell@environment-agency.gov.uk

Regional Co-ordinator: Phil Perkins  
pperkins@teignbridge.gov.uk

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory  
University of Plymouth 

Drake's Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 232676  
coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

SDADCAG
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