
INSIDE...

hRegional 
News

hFeature 
Article:

hContacts

Realtime 
Data

Burton Bradstock, Dorset
March 2013

PCO News
Newsletter for the South West Regional  Monitoring ProgrammeCoastal

Issue 25  April  2013



Plymouth Coastal Observatory

North Devon and Somerset (NDASCAG) 
and the Severn Estuary (SECG)

South Devon and Dorset (SDADCAG)

Website

Spring interim topographic surveys have been completed 

and delivered for the North Cornwall coast and will be 

uploaded to the website shortly. Data for South Cornwall will This year’s spring interim surveys have been completed, 
also be made available for download once it has been well before the closure of the survey window, leaving the 
submitted and accepted by PCO.survey team plenty of time to carry out some more external 

surveys to earn some extra revenue for the Programme!

The team also carried out 

a post-storm survey at 

Teignmouth, due to some 
The contract to capture the aerial photography for North 

concerns about loss of 
Devon, Somerset and the Severn Estuary has been awarded. 

material around the 
Data capture is due to commence as soon as tides and 

mouth of the Teign 
weather conditions permit. 

Estuary. 

Spring interim surveys have all been completed on time and 
All the data collected on behalf of the Programme is 

accepted by PCO.
available from the website and as always please get in touch 

should you wish to commission PCO to carry out any survey 
The Minehead wave buoy came adrift at the end of March. It 

work not already covered by the Programme.
was swiftly captured and towed back to Watchet Harbour 

before being checked and re-deployed at the beginning of 

April. 

PCO has commissioned a laser scan of the cliffs at Blue 

Anchor following cliff falls and concerns about future cliff 

stability. Scanning took place in mid April and PCO are due to 

take delivery of the data shortly.  

Spring interim surveys are complete and have been 

accepted by PCO. As always, the data will be made freely 

available via the website.

The Realtime data section of the website has been The multi beam bathymetry for the area between Gribbin 
revamped. It’s front page now includes a more interactive, Head and Lizard Point which was collected last summer has 
self-refreshing map. For more information please see this been quality checked and signed off by the UKHO. The data 
edition’s feature article.will be delivered to PCO shortly and will be made available 

via the website as soon as it is received. 

The contract to capture aerial photography of the North 

Cornwall coast has been awarded and flights are due to 

commence over the next suitable tidal window. Aerial 

photography for southern Cornwall and Mounts Bay was 

captured last summer and is undergoing final quality checks 

at PCO before being made available from the website.

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG)

Regional News

The PCO survey team in the middle 
of the spring interim survey at 
Talland Bay.

Like us on Facebook 
/plymouthcoastalobservatory

Follow us on Twitter
 @OfficialPCO

The new look Realtime data page

http://www.facebook.com/plymouthcoastalobservatory
http://www.twitter.com/officialpco


As regular users of our realtime data will have noticed, the front page of the realtime data section as recently 
been revamped. The map showing the locations of the wave buoys and tide gauges has been redesigned so 
that it gives at a glance information for each location.

Wave buoys have been replaced by arrows on the map. The direction in which the arrow is pointing denotes the 
wave direction recorded at that site in real time. The size of the arrow varies to illustrate the wave height and the 
arrows are colour coded to show the sea temperature. 

Hovering the mouse over one of the arrows will activate a pop-up showing the actual wave height, direction and 
temperature for the buoy and will allow you to view the charts for that location.

The map refreshes every 5 minutes, although the refresh interval can be changed to 1 minute or 10 seconds 
using the drop down menu to the bottom right of the map.

A  drop down menu, also to the bottom right of the map, allows users to switch between viewing data for the 
wave buoys and tide gauges. Switching to tide gauges displays the height of the tide in CD at each location on a 
miniature tide ruler.

As with the wave buoys, hovering over the tide ruler will bring up the actual tide height and a link to the charts for 
the location. 

For those of you who prefer to access the wave data via the table below the map this remains unchanged and 
continues to show the location of each instrument, along with it’s deployment date, type and owner. 

Users now also have the option to download a Google earth file for the wave buoys using the link below the map.

  Realtime Data



Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal Monitoring 

Programme, or would like further information, please contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): 
Neil Baglow, Regional Co-ordinator  

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory  
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 586156  

neil.baglow@teignbridge.gov.uk

coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

www.channelcoast.org

/PlymouthCoastalObservatory

@OfficialPCO

CISCAG

NDASCAG

SDADCAG

SECG

http://www.facebook.com/plymouthcoastalobservatory
http://www.twitter.com/officialpco
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