
INSIDE...

Regional 
News

Feature 
Article:

Annual
Partner’s
Meeting 

2014

Contacts

Seaton, Cornwall
November 2014

PCO News
Newsletter for the South West Regional Coastal Monitoring Programme

Issue 29  December 2014



Plymouth Coastal Observatory

It’s been a very busy year for the PCO team! Nathan Sykes, 

our team leader, left the Programme in July. Nathan was one 

of the Programme’s original members of staff and we would 

like to thank him for his huge contribution to PCO and the 

Programme over the years and to wish him well in his new 

position. Emerald Siggery has taken over Nathan’s position 

and she and Mark Wiggins were joined on the PCO team in 

August by Josie-Alice Kirby. Josie will be the new PCO 

representative for the SDADCAG area; click  for her  here

contact details. 

Following the winter 2013/2014 storms and the extensive 

post-storm surveys carried out by the Programme, PCO 

issued a report reviewing the response of South West 

beaches to wave conditions during this period.

Over the summer, follow-up surveys were carried out at the 

sites which received the initial post-storm surveys. The 

information collected was used to ascertain the rates of  

recovery  and the findings presented in an addendum to the 

original report. 

The report and addendum can be downloaded by clicking 

here or visiting our website. Data from the post-storm and 

recovery surveys are also freely available from our website. 

Our eighth annual Partner’s meeting took place at the 

beginning of October .For more information please see the 

feature article. 

The PCO team have recently been commissioned to 

undertake several more surveys external to the Programme. 

Please contact PCO should you wish to commission the team 

to carry out any survey work not already covered by the 

Programme.

South Devon and Dorset (SDADCAG)

Spring interim topographic surveys and this summer’s 

repeat baseline surveys are available to download from the 

website along with the majority of this autumn’s interim 

topographic surveys. The autumn surveys are on schedule to 

be completed by the end of December, with only one survey 

unit left to complete.

LiDAR data for the entire SDADCAG area was flown between 

November 2013 and June 2014. The data is all 1m resolution, 

with the exception of Chesil beach which was flown at 50cm 

resolution. All the data has been uploaded to the website; 

the next flying season begins in October 2015.

The tide gauge on Teignmouth Pier is still out of service as the 

pier’s structure was damaged during the winter storms and 

repairs are ongoing.

 Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG)

Spring interim topographic surveys, this summer’s repeat 

baseline surveys and some of this autumn’s interim 

topographic surveys have been submitted, accepted and 

uploaded to the website. The PCO survey team successfully 

completed the annual topographic surveys on the Isles of 

Scilly in September.

LiDAR for the entire 

c o a s t  h a s  b e e n 

c a p t u r e d  a n d 

uploaded to the 

website along with 

10cm resolution 

aerial photography 

for the Isles of Scilly. 
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The aerial photography is also available in false colour infra 

red and completes the data capture for the CISCAG coast.

A contract to carry out multi-beam bathymetric surveys 

between Rame Head and Menabilly has been let and will be 

completed by the end of August 2015.

A new directional 

waverider buoy was 

d e p l o y e d  i n  S t . 

Mary’s Sound in the 

Isles of Scilly  on the 

15�� of May 2014. 

The buoy is the 13�� 

d e p l o ye d  b y  t h e 

Programme to date. 

All data recorded by 

the buoy is transmitted to the website in real-time and can 

be viewed . The shore station is kindly hosted at the here

Telegraph Tower.

North Devon and Somerset (NDASCAG) 
and the Severn Estuary (SECG)

Spring topographic interim surveys, repeat baseline 

surveys and the autumn interim topographic surveys have 

been submitted, accepted and sent for upload to the 

website. 

The entire NDASCAG and SECG coast, from Hartland Point 

to Sharpness has been surveyed using 1m resolution 

LiDAR, all of which is available to download from the 

website. The extent of the data capture area for the Severn 

Estuary has been extended from Sharpness to Maisemore 

in Gloucestershire, following discussions with the 

Programme’s partners. This area will be captured during 

the next LiDAR flying season which begins in the autumn of 

2015.

The outstanding aerial photography north of Brean Down 

was successfully captured at 10cm resolution over the 

summer,  a long 

with the extension 

t o  t h e  S e v e r n 

Estuary coverage 

area. The data is 

now available to 

download from 

the website.

Website

Following feedback, we have added a tab to the wave buoy 

data allowing users to download the 1Hz data for each of 

the buoys. The data is available for all of 2014 and has so far 

proved very popular. Click  to access the data.here

 

We are always interested and open to receiving your 

feedback on the Programme but it’s especially important as 

we move forward and look towards Phase III. 

Please spare a few minutes to fill out the questionnaire and 

give us your opinion so that we can make sure that we 

continue to deliver a relevant and cost-effective 

Programme!

Click  to give us feedback on here
the Programme
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Aerial Photography Showing the Second Severn Crossing

Deploying the St. Mary’s Sound Wave Buoy
Image Courtest of Fugro EMU Ltd.

http://www.coastalmonitoring.org/data_management/real_time_data/charts/?chart=113
http://www.coastalmonitoring.org/data_management/real_time_data/charts/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RY6PQT7


The Programme’s eighth Annual Partner’s meeting took place at the beginning of October. As has become tradition, 
the meeting took place in Old Forde House, at Teignbridge District Council’s Offices in Newton Abbot, and was once 
again very well attended.  

The meeting was chaired by John Cocker, who opened the meeting and was 
followed by Simon Humphry who gave an update on the Programme’s 
progress over the past year.

Following the storms of winter 2013/2014, PCO and the Programme’s 
contractors carried out a huge number of post-storm surveys. PCO then 
went on to analyse this data and produce a report on changes to the South 
West coast in response to wave conditions during this period. Mark Wiggins 
delivered a very interesting presentation on this work, along with 

highlighting the work done by the Programme in documenting beach recovery over the summer months.

Dr Travis Mason delivered an update on the National Coastal Monitoring Network before Emerald Siggery concluded 
the morning’s presentations with a live website demonstration. Emerald drew attention to the new features and 
upgrades to the website and demonstrated how to download data from the site.

The morning’s presentations were followed by a lively discussion about PCO’s response to the winter 2013/2014 
storms. The session was hugely valuable and allowed the team to better understand the needs of the Programme’s 
partners during prolonged storm events and to accommodate these in future 
post-storm planning. 

Over lunch there was an opportunity to network, browse the various displays 
and catch up with the PCO team, before the afternoon session was opened by 
the first of our guest speakers, Neil Watson from the Environment Agency. 
Continuing on the theme of storms, Neil delivered a very engaging 
presentation on the post-storm works carried out by the Environment Agency 
at Chesil Beach. His presentation drew attention to the levels of damage 
caused by the most energetic seas for at least sixty years and the level of effort necessary to ensure the success of the 
recovery programme at Chesil. 

Neil was followed by Phil Roderick from Network Rail who presented on the storm damage to the railway at Dawlish. As 
a topic which has been extensively covered by the media, it was very interesting to hear about the damage at Dawlish 
and the challenges involved in reinstating the railway line from an engineering point of view. The final presentation 
relating to the winter storms was given by Dr Tim Scott of Plymouth University, who talked about the impact of the 
storms on a number of sites around the South West coast and the work of Plymouth University in quantifying coastal 
morphological change as part of a NERC urgency grant funded project.

The final presentations of the day both related to some exciting additions to the Programme. Ian Davies of Pelydryn 
Surveys presented the preliminary results of an airborne bathymetric LiDAR survey which was commissioned by the 
Programme between Teignmouth and Sidmouth, whilst the final presentation of the day was given by Samuel Stevens 
from Fugro EMU Ltd. Samuel gave an account of deploying the Programme’s newest wave buoy which is located in St. 

Mary’s Sound, in the Isles of Scilly.

We would like to extend our thanks to all the guest speakers and those who 
contributed to making this year’s meeting such a success. If you missed the meeting 
our would like another chance to view the presentations from the day, they are 
available from the latest updates section of the website of by clicking .here

Annual Partner’s Meeting 2014

The Guest Speakers and the PCO Team

http://www.coastalmonitoring.org/southwest/latest/


Contact Us
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal Monitoring 
Programme, or would like further information, please contact the Plymouth 

Coastal Observatory:

Tel: 01752 586156  

coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

www.coastalmonitoring.org/southwest

/PlymouthCoastalObservatory

@OfficialPCO

Plymouth Coastal Observatory    
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

The Plymouth Coastal Observatory Team are:

Emerald Siggery - Office Manager and point of contact for general enquiries and     
technical queries in North Devon, Somerset and the Severn Estuary

Mark Wiggins - Point of contact for technical queries in Cornwall and the Isles of 
Scilly

Josie-Alice Kirby - Point of contact for technical queries in South Devon and 
Dorset

https://www.facebook.com/PlymouthCoastalObservatory
https://twitter.com/OfficialPCO
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