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Regional News
Regional News South Devon and Dorset (SDADCAG)
All of the Autumn interim topographic The first set of multibeam data has been 
surveys were completed on schedule, and submitted for the area between Hope’s Nose 
have been uploaded to the website. Work and Exmouth.  The UK Hydrographic Office 
has begun on the spring round of interim (UKHO) will quality check this data before it 
topographic surveys. is signed off.  An extracted grid will then be 
Post-storm surveys were called in early uploaded to the website.  The multibeam 
December in response to a forecast of large surveys will resume in Spring 2008 for 
storms.  A number of sites on the north completion by the end of summer.
Cornish coast were visited, along with The spring round of interim topographic  
some on the south coast. This edition of the surveys are well under way, with half of the 
Newsletter contains a feature article sites already surveyed.
describing post-storm surveys.
The collection of bathymetric data has now Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG)
stopped for the winter period.  The Half of the spring interim topographic beach 
majority of the collected data have been surveys in this area have been completed.
signed off although we are still awaiting The CISCAG website has now gone live 
some outstanding data.  All data from (www.ciscag.org).  The website contains, 
accepted surveys have now been uploaded among other information, a summary of the 
to the website.  SMP2 process and a members area with 
Roughly 50% of this season’s LiDAR has papers from past meetings etc. 
been collected (including any data 
outstanding from last year’s flights), most North Devon and Somerset (NDASCAG)
of which has been quality checked.  
Appropriate tidal windows over the last 
couple of months have been very limited 
but larger spring tides in the coming few The North Devon and Somerset SMP2 
months will aid data collection.  Weather review is now well underway and interested 
conditions have caused some delays but it parties are being invited to register as 
is anticipated that all data will be collected stakeholders at 
this flying season.
Ortho-rectified aerial photography has Channel Coastal Observatory
recently been delivered for; West Bay to In late December, the Perranporth Waverider 
Dawlish; Rump’s Point to Westward Ho!; buoy  was  h i t  and  came  a shore .   
Westward Ho! to Porlock.  This data is Unfortunately, serious damage occurred to 
being divided into local authority areas the buoy once it was on the beach - the hatch 
(where there is a complete dataset) and will cover was removed and wiring pulled out, 
be sent to the relevant LA engineers. with the possibility that the buoy had been 
The habitats likely to be encountered rolled up the beach, since the anti-spin 
around the south-west coast have now been triangle was missing.  The spare buoy was 
reviewed and have been incorporated into deployed on 28 January.
t h e  I n t e g r a t e d  H a b i t a t  S u r v e y  The WaveRadar Rex tide gauge and met 
classification. The first section of habitat station at West Bay are now operational and 
mapping has been completed at Chesil online.  All data received by PCO are now on 
Beach and quality checks on this are the website.  The Map Viewer/Data 
currently underway. Catalogue is undergoing major work; please 

report any difficulties or suggestions to PCO.

All bathymetric data for this area have now 
been collected, QC'd and uploaded to the 
website.

www.ndascag.org.  

http://www.ndascag.org


Post-Storm Surveys
Provision has been built into the Regional Monitoring Programme to allow reactionary surveys on  
beaches after notable storm events.  When a large storm is predicted the survey teams are placed on 
standby and will visit any beaches within 24 hours if necessary.   It is necessary to carry out the survey 
as soon as possible after the storm as the beach can recover very quickly (often within 1-2 tides in the 
case of a shingle beach).   

The criteria for calling a post-storm survey at a site vary depending on the location of the beach, 
direction of the storm etc.  Communication with the Operating Authority engineers has allowed a 
number of high priority beaches to be identified which will be visited under different prevailing 
conditions; for example, a strong north westerly storm will necessitate surveys on the north Cornish 
coast while prolonged easterlies could cause considerable damage to beaches on the east side of 
South Hams.  The wave buoys of the SWRCMP are watched closely for storm conditions and these, in 
conjunction with met office charts and swell forecasting websites, are used to assess the possible 
severity of a storm.

When a post-storm survey is called out, roughly half of the interim profile lines will be surveyed at the 
site.  These may be equally spaced, or can be concentrated in areas already identified as being 
vulnerable by the Operating Authority engineer.   Due to the need to carry out the survey as soon as 
possible after an event, and because the sea may still be rough, the profiles will be surveyed “as far 
seaward as can safely be achieved”, which may not always be MLWS.  A line will also be surveyed 
along the base of any sea-defences in order to determine if scour has occurred along the toe of the 
defence. 

When the data has been collected it is sent to the Plymouth Coastal Observatory where it is added to 
the SANDS database and can be compared to past surveys to identify changes in the beach profile 
due to a range of storm conditions.  It is important that a wide range of storm events should be covered 
by the post- storm surveys, as this will allow us to develop an idea of the threshold conditions for storm 
damage at each site.

C r o s s  s e c t i o n a l  a r e a  
analyses and beach profile 
c o m p a r i s o n s  w i l l  b e  
employed to illustrate how 
the beach reacted to the 
storm.  A number of post-
storm surveys have already 
been conducted by the 
sou th -eas t  mon i t o r i ng  
programme, for example a 
2004 post-storm survey at 
Bournemouth i l lustrates 
considerable drawdown of 
beach material at the toe of 
the sea-defence (see fig. 1, 
left)
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Figure 1 (above): Post-storm profile at Bournemouth, 2004



Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal 
Monitoring Programme, or would like further information, please 

contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): Martin Hutchings   
mhutchings@teignbridge.gov.uk

Environment Agency SW: Roy Russell   
Roy.russell@environment-agency.gov.uk

Regional Co-ordinator: Phil Perkins  
pperkins@teignbridge.gov.uk

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory  
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 232676  
coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk
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