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South Devon and Dorset (SDADCAG)

Regional News

by PCO and the first annual report for the Isles of 
Scilly has also been completed. The reports are 
freely available to download from the website or 

At the end of May this year the Environment by clicking .
Agency's National Review Group (NRG) 
recommended the next phase of the Coastal A number of other reports are currently being 
Monitoring Programme for approval. The final compiled by PCO along with this year’s annual 
financial approval is still awaited, however to reports so keep checking the website for updates.
avoid any delays and to achieve a seamless 
handover from phase one it is proposed that the 
OJEU notice will be submitted in the next few 
weeks.  Expressions of interest will be requested 
to cover all fields including topographic, 
bathymetric and LiDAR surveying, aerial 
photography, hydrodynamic waves and tides, 
habitat mapping and analytical services. The 
notice will be served by New Forest District 
Council on behalf of the six regional 
programmes (North East, North West, South In an exciting addition to our topographic survey 
East, South West, Anglian and East Riding) that schedule a series of new beach management plan 
make up the National Coastal Monitoring (BMP) sites have recently been incorporated into 
Network. the programme. The new sites encompass 

Exmouth and Dawlish Warren, Slapton, Carlyon 
Regional Programmes will continue to be Bay, Loe Bar, Praa Sands, Northern Burrows and 
delivered by the lead authority for each region Crow Point. Surveys will take place over the 
however the coordinated setup aims to deliver a summer with results becoming available on the 
consistent approach and provide a National website in the early autumn. For more 
standard for the monitoring of our coastline. A information on our BMP surveys please click 
single OJEU notice and Pre Qualification 
Questionnaire (PQQ) process will reduce 
Consultants time and effort to succeed in being A further addition to the programme is the 
offered the opportunity to tender for the series of provision of laser scanning following cliff falls at 
work packages. Each Consultant will have the six sites which have been identified as high risk. 
ability to specify the region(s) they wish to be Our LiDAR surveys will act as a baseline and 
considered for, thus enabling local companies to changes following cliff falls can be monitored 
play a major part in the delivery of the against the baseline using the laser scanning. The 
programme. six sites selected include  Oddicombe, The Ness 

and Pennington Point.  Data will be freely 
If you would like to know more about the available from the website.
procurement and setup of the National Network 
of Regional Coastal Monitoring Programmes 
please contact Martin Hutchings – Project 
Manager for the South West Programme This year’s spring interim surveys have been 

uploaded to the website and are available to 
download. 

In April, despite the clear sign warning "NO 
Two new technical reports, for Croyde Bay and MOORING", a boat moored up to the Tor Bay 
Dawlish Warren, have recently been published wave buoy (clearly shown by the spike in wave 

here

here.

 
martin.hutchings@teignbridge.gov.uk

mailto:martin.hutchings@teignbridge.gov.uk
http://www.channelcoast.org/reports/
http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/survey_techniques/landbased/?link=beach_management_plan_sites.html


Regional News
direction). The mooring was damaged and the 
buoy set adrift in the Bay. Luckily the buoy was 
swiftly recovered and redeployed and is now 
fully functioning once again.  

At the end of April a team of surveyors from 
PCO, with support from CCO, completed this 
year’s Lyme Regis BMP survey. 

Spring Interim surveys are available to download 
from the website.

In April the Minehead wave buoy’s mooring was 
sliced through and the buoy set adrift. The buoy 

A new directional waverider buoy is planned for 
was swiftly located and the opportunity used to 

Dawlish Warren. We are currently awaiting the 
service the buoy before it was redeployed.

FEPA license before deploying the buoy.

Stormy weather at the end of April caused some 
concern for some of our topographic sites in 
Somerset. 

All this year’s spring interim surveys are 
complete and available to download from the 
website.

Following stormy weather in April, post-storm 
surveys were called at Perranporth and Fistral 
Beach. 

Hydrographic surveys around the St. Ives area 
have recommenced. With only three 
management units left to survey we are hopeful 
that the bathymetric programme will be 
complete by the end of the summer, providing 
full coverage of the nearshore zone within the 

Following discussions with local authority programme’s remit.
engineers and the Environment Agency, post-
storm surveys were called at Porlock Bay, A new tide gauge has been installed by the 
Minehead, Blue Anchor, Steart and Burnham-on-programme at Port Isaac. Real time data from the 
Sea.new gauge can be viewed on the website or by 

clicking . Please see the feature article for 
Additional control points have been added to our more information.
network at Northam Burrows, Westward Ho!  

N o r t h  D e v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  
(NDASCAG)

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG)

here

Waves crashing over the seawall at Blue Anchor in 
April this year.

The Port Isaac Tide Gauge
©Emu Ltd.

Carrying out the Lyme Regis BMP Survey.

http://www.channelcoast.org/data_management/real_time_data/charts/?chart=102


Regional News
and Crow Point. Witness diagrams will be The system allows you to receive alerts by email 
available from the website shortly. or via Twitter and to customise your alerts by 

location and a number of parameters such as 
The Weston Bay waverider buoy went adrift in significant wave height and dominant wave 
late July. It was swiftly found, serviced and re- period. To set up your own alerts click .
deployed.  

All spring interim surveys are available to 
download from the website.

 

A host of new pictures have been uploaded to the 
online photo archive by PCO. These include, 
amongst others, photos of storm damage to the 
coast in April of this year.

.
As always, please let us know if you think post-

 storm surveys may be necessary in your area.

We would also value any feedback you may have 
on PCO News. Is there anything you would like 
to see included? Would you like to see PCO 
News being sent out more often/less often? 
Please send any comments to Emerald 
M c L o u g h l i n  b y  e m a i l  o n :  

A new system has been set up on the website 
which allows you to receive custom alerts based 
on the real-time data. 

Severn Estuary (SECG)

Plymouth Coastal Observatory

Website.

here

coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk 

mailto:coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk
http://www.channelcoast.org/alerts/


Date for Your Diary

The South West Regional Coastal Monitoring 
Programme’s

Fourth Annual Meeting

th7  October 2010

Teignbridge District Council Offices,
Newton Abbot

The South West Regional Coastal Monitoring Programme’s fourth 
thannual meeting will be held on the 7  October 2010 at Teignbridge 

District Council’s Offices in Newton Abbot.

If you would like to attend the meeting or for more information please 
contact Emerald McLoughlin either by telephone on 01752 586155 or 
email on

The draft programme for the event will be available from the 
website shortly  

 coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk 

http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/latest/
mailto:coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk


The Port Isaac 
Tide Gauge 

The Port Isaac tide gauge is the third in the series of tide gauges deployed by the 
South West Regional Coastal Monitoring Programme.

Ideally, tide gauges are situated in areas of open coast and where there is a solid 
structure such as a pier, harbour wall or breakwater to mount an instrument on. 
Along the north Cornwall coast, however, there are very few suitable sites which 
don't dry out completely at some stage of the tide. This, coupled with the 
difficulty of installing and maintaining high quality instruments in areas of high 
wave exposure, is the main reason that there are no other gauges along the coast 
between Newlyn and Ilfracombe.

The Port Isaac Harbour Commissioners 
kindly gave permission for a tide gauge 
to be installed on the seaward face of the 
outer harbour breakwater, thus avoiding 

any disturbance to the picturesque inner harbour. The instrument is a 
step gauge, manufactured in The Netherlands by Etrometa, which 
measures waves as well as tides. It consists of 4 x 3m sections each of 

which has enough self-contained battery 
power to last 10 years. Installing the 
instrument in such an exposed location 
was not an easy job, but was finally 
completed in early July 2010, by the 
Regional Monitoring Programme's 
oceanographic contractors, Emu Limited. 
A navigation light was installed at the 
same time, at the request of the Harbour 
Commissioners.

thThe gauge became operational on the 15  July 2010. The wave and tide 
measurements recorded by the gauge are sent ashore via radio telemetry to a 
computer unit kindly hosted by the Aquarium. The data is displayed on a screen for 
visitors to look at, and is also relayed to our website via a broadband link so that the 
data can be viewed in 

near-real time by anyone who is interested.  Once 
we have a year's worth of measurements, they will 
be sent to the UK Hydrographic Office to help 
improve tidal predictions in the area.

thThe gauge was officially opened on the 29  July 
2010 in a small ceremony held at the aquarium, 
discussing the logistics of installing the equipment 
and the benefits of the new gauge.  The Coastal 
Group chairman cut the ribbon in attendance with 
representatives from the Harbour Commission, the 
Parish Council, Cornwall Council, Teignbridge 
District Council, Emu Ltd, CCO and PCO.

© Emu Ltd.

© Emu Ltd.



Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal 
Monitoring Programme, or would like further information, please 

contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): 
Martin Hutchings, Regional Co-ordinator  

mhutchings@teignbridge.gov.uk

Environment Agency SW: Keith Nursey   
keith.nursey@environment-agency.gov.uk

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory  
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 586156  
coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

www.channelcoast.org

CISCAG

NDASCAG

SDADCAG

SECG
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