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South Devon and Dorset (SDADCAG)

assist with getting the most out of the 
programme.

Further to the previous edition of PCO News we 
are pleased to confirm that framework tenders 
for the various survey lots have been issued to 

This year’s Annual Partner’s Meeting will be 
those Consultants who pre-qualified to the next th

held on the 11  October. For more information 
stage. All submissions are due back on 12th 

see Date for Your Diary. Don’t forget to book 
August following which an evaluation process 

your place!
will be completed and the successful 
Consultants will be awarded a place on the South 
West Framework for their particular discipline. 
To achieve a seamless transition from phase one 
the topographic and hydrodynamic (waves and 
tides) contracts will be awarded immediately, 
the remaining surveys will be 'called-off' when 
required during the 5 year programme.
 
All data collected during the programme will be 
delivered to the Plymouth Coastal Observatory 
(PCO) for quality checking and then made freely 
available on the website. To accommodate our 
colleagues in the Northern and Anglian Regions 
the website is to undergo a name change. This 
will be well publicised and will also have a long 
cross-over period to ensure access to the data is All the Programme’s habitat mapping data, 
maintained. which stretches from Portland Bill to Beachley, is 
 now freely available to download from the 
The budget cuts reported previously do mean  section of the website 
careful management to maximise delivery. If or   
you are aware of any critical locations within 
your area that need to be monitored to a greater For more information on the Programme’s latest 
extent than phase one or perhaps not so critical dataset please see this month’s feature article.
and could be reduced then please do work 
closely with the programme delivery team to Gemma Kaye will be leaving PCO at the end of 

August. We would like to thank her for all her 
hard work with the programme over the past 
three years and wish her  the very best for the 
future.

map 
viewer and data catalogue

www.channelcoast.org/habitats

The PCO team successfully carried out the fourth 
BMP survey at Lyme Regis in April. This takes 
the total number of comprehensive surveys at 
Lyme Regis to five. 

Regional News

The PCO Office is Moving...
Upstairs!

We’re not moving very far but we don’t want to 
miss out on any visitors!

 The PCO Office is now located in
the second floor of the Reynolds Building at 

the University of Plymouth

N.B Our postal address and contact numbers remain 
the same

 room 113 
on 

Carrying out the Lyme Regis survey

Maps reproduced by permission of Ordnance 
Survey on behalf of HMSO. © Crown 
copyright and database right 2010. All 

rights reserved. Ordnance Survey 
Licence number: 100026380. 

© Environment Agency. 



We are currently working on a report which will 
utilise all five of the surveys and will hopefully 
give us an insight into changes at the site over the 
duration of the first phase of the Programme.

Changes have been made to the way the size of 
data selected for download from the website is 
calculated. The download file size is now 
calculated based on the size of the zip file 
produced from the selected data rather than the 
individual data files themselves. This allows 
users to get an accurate idea of the size of the 
download they have prepared and how much 
room remains in their basket.

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG)

The second annual survey report for the Isles of 
Scilly is now complete and can be downloaded 
from the website from the  section.

All the remaining spring interim topographic 
surveys have now been uploaded to the website.

Licensing is in place for the Programme to 
deploy a new Directional Waverider buoy at 
Porthleven. The buoy will be deployed in early 
September, to coincide with the annual service 
of the Penzance buoy. 

The Minehead wave buoy was cut adrift at the 
beginning of August. It has now been recovered 
and reinstated.

reports

real- time

Website

North Devon and Somerset 
(NDASCAG)

Severn Estuary (SECG)

request of the Environment Agency (Southwest 
Region).  The instrument is sited mid-stream on 
the Second Severn Crossing and will provide 
information on wave heights in an area where the 
wave climate is likely to be quite different from 
the nearest Waverider buoy (in Weston Bay).  
The REX also provides tidal elevations since the 
gauge location has been surveyed in to E1 
standards, so the real-time data on the website are 
tied in to Ordnance Datum.

Data from the instrument, which became 
thoperational on the 29  June 2011, can be accessed 

via the  section of the website.

 

With kind permission from the Severn River 
Crossing PLC, a Rosemount WaveRadar REX 
has been installed on the Severn Bridge, at the 
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One week’s worth of data from the Severn Estuary tide gauge.

The Penzace Waverider buoy before last 
year’s service



Date For Your Diary

South West Regional Coastal Monitoring Programme’s

Fifth Annual Partner’s 
Meeting

th11  October 2011

Old Forde House
Teignbridge District Council Offices

Newton Abbot

The South West Regional Coastal Monitoring Programme’s fifth 
thannual partner’s meeting will be held on the 11  October 2011 at 

Teignbridge District Council’s Offices in Newton Abbot.

If you would like to attend the meeting or for more information 
cplease contact Emerald M Loughlin either by telephone on 01752 

586155 or email on 

The draft programme for the event is available from the   website

coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk



 Habitat Mapping
The habitat mapping element of the Programme is now complete and freely available and can be accessed via the

 section of the website (right) or .

The habitat mapping was undertaken using aerial photography interpretation, 
utilising aerial photography flown by the Programme between 2006 and 2009 
to a scale of 1:5000. The photography was flown at low tide on a spring tide 
between the months of April and September to ensure maximum vegetation 
cover. The area mapped extends in a coastal strip from Portland Bill to the 
Welsh border and includes the Isles of Scilly.

Data is classified using the Integrated Habitat Survey (IHS) classification 
originally developed by the Somerset Environment Records Centre. The classification has been expanded to include 
all coastal habitats in the South West. The IHS system is a cumulative system based on a number of levels, where each 
habitat is allocated a code; where possible the habitats have been mapped to level 5.

More information on the methodology used, along with observations and discussion about the results of the habitat 
mapping exercise can be found in the report which accompanies the data. 
A spreadsheet detailing the quantity of each habitat mapped along the 
coastal strip within the boundary of each local authority is also available to 
download. It is important to bear in mind that the quantities noted relate 
solely to the area mapped and are not indicative of the overall quantity of 
the habitat within each local authority boundary.  Information on the 
quantity of BAP and Annex 1 habitats mapped is also available from the 
spreadsheet. 

Data has been divided into10k OS tiles. Each tile is available as a PDF 
from the website, showing the habitats mapped within the tile boundary 
along with a legend. The example below shows tile SW83. This shows the 
Fal Estuary and the surrounding area. The habitats in the legend are 

displayed by code;

To select the tile in which you are interested click on the gridded map (above). This will display links to the PDF file 
containing all the mapping for the tile, , the survey report and the spreadsheet. Once opened these can be 
saved directly to your computer. 

It is worth noting that the area north of 
Avonmouth was mapped separately and as 
such is linked to a different survey report 
to the data between Portland Bill and 
Avonmouth. The spreadsheet however 
covers the entirety of the habitat mapping.

 map 
viewer and data catalogue www.channelcoast.org/habitats

strategic.monitoring@environment-
agency.gov.uk 

 an explanation of each code can be found  in the accompanying legend.

 the legend

 

For ease of mapping such a large dataset 
the exercise was undertaken using OS 
MasterMap polygons. For this reason the 
shapefiles produced are available only to 
users who hold a MasterMap licence. 

Shapefiles can be requested by 
contacting: 



Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal Monitoring 

Programme, or would like further information, please contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): 
Martin Hutchings, Regional Co-ordinator  

Environment Agency SW: Keith Nursey   

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory  
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 586156  

martin.hutchings@teignbridge.gov.uk

keith.nursey@environment-agency.gov.uk

coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

www.channelcoast.org

CISCAG

NDASCAG

SDADCAG

SECG


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

