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Plymouth Coastal Observatory

North Devon and Somerset (NDASCAG) 
and the Severn Estuary (SECG)

South Devon and Dorset (SDADCAG)

following some erratic readings after the buoy underwent a 

routine service in May. Many thanks to those of you who 

reported the faults with the data; it’s really good to know The newest member of the PCO survey team has arrived! 
you’re keeping an eye on the buoy!We took delivery of our new van at the beginning of July. 

Having a dedicated survey vehicle will mean we are able to 

respond more rapidly to requests for surveys and deliver a 

higher level of service. We’ll also be able to carry out more 

external survey work to earn extra revenue to enhance the The most recent aerial photography for the South Cornwall 
Programme.   coast, captured in 2012 and early 2013 in the case of the Fal 

Estuary, is now available to view and download from the 

website. Aerial Photography for the North Cornwall coast 

and the Isles of Scilly is 

due to be captured over 

the summer. 

Swath bathymetry for 

t h e  a r e a  b e t w e e n  

Menabilly Point and 

Lizard Point, collected in 

collaboration with the 

MCA during last summer, 

is now available to 

download from the website.

Repeat baseline surveys are underway and are scheduled to 

be completed by the end of August. The survey data for 

Hayle has already been delivered to PCO for quality checking 

Please get in touch with the 

PCO team if you require any 

extra survey work which is 

n o t  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  

Programme.

The team have also been and will be available from the website shortly.
busy with this summer’s 

repeat baseline surveys, The Perranporth Wave Buoy came adrift in May, possibly 
carrying out some checks on due to entanglement with a fishing vessel. The buoy was 
the control network at towed back to Newquay Harbour and redeployed.
Carlyon Bay before surveys 

at Loe Bar and Carlyon Bay in 

Cornwall.   

The Dawlish wave buoy has been swapped out for testing 

The aerial photography season got off to a good start with 

images already captured for Lundy and the area between 
Baseline surveys are currently being carried out and are due Hartland Point and Woolacombe. Weather permitting, the 
to be completed by the end of August. remaining North Devon and Somerset coast, along with the 

Severn Estuary will be captured by the end of the flying 

season.  

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG)

Regional News

Like us on Facebook 
/PlymouthCoastalObservatory

Follow us on Twitter
@OfficialPCO 

Control survey at Carlyon Bay

An example of the swath bathymetry 
at The Manacles

The new PCO survey van

http://www.facebook.com/plymouthcoastalobservatory
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthcoastalobservatory
https://twitter.com/OfficialPCO
http://www.facebook.com/plymouthcoastalobservatory


Repeat baseline surveys are underway and will be available, 

as always, from the website once they have been submitted 

and signed off by PCO.

A few changes to the website have taken place since the last 

edition of PCO News. Some of you may have noticed that 

the legends for LiDAR and swath bathymetry etc. are no 

longer displayed in the layers list but now appear as floating 

legends in the map viewer. These can be minimised and 

moved around the screen at your convenience making it 

easier to view the data and corresponding legend 

simultaneously.

Moving the legends out of the layers list has allowed the 

layers list to be tweaked and divided into data layers, 

information layers and base layers to make it easier to find 

the data type you are looking for. 

Website

Regional News

Updated layers list and floating legend

Surveying at West Bay



Date for Your Diary

South West Regional Coastal Monitoring Programme’s

Seventh Annual Partner’s 
Meeting

th9  October 2013

Old Forde House
Teignbridge District Council Offices

Newton Abbot

The South West Regional Coastal Monitoring Programme’s seventh 
thannual partner’s meeting will be held on the 9  October 2013 at 

Teignbridge District Council’s Offices in Newton Abbot.

The draft programme for the event will be available from the 
website shortly  

If you would like to attend the meeting or for more information 
please contact Emerald Siggery either by telephone on 01752 

586155 or email on coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk



At PCO we are frequently asked when we will be collecting a certain type of data in a specific area. To help you identify 
when the data your are interested in will be collected we have a dedicated section on our website. The survey schedule 
section of the website can be found by clicking on the Survey Schedule link under Programme on the left hand menu or at 

Here there are links to maps showing which areas of the coastline will be covered by 
the aerial photography and LiDAR elements of the Programme during this phase 
(2011-2016). 

The topographic survey programme is a bit more complex, varying from site to site 
and so for each of our sites where 
topographic surveys take place we have 
created a customised survey schedule. 
Simply select your desired site for a savable 
pdf.

Each topographic survey schedule has an 
aerial image of the site showing the location 
of the survey profiles and control points in 
the unit. Baseline profiles (surveyed every 
five years, or annually at repeat baseline 

sites) are shown in red whilst 
interim profiles (surveyed in the 
spring and autumn) are shown in 
blue.  

Below the aerial image is a table 
showing the type and frequency of all the surveys taking place in the 
survey unit, including topographic baseline surveys, topographic interim 
surveys, bathymetry and airborne surveys.

A list of interim profiles is also supplied. This is useful if you wish to carry 
out your own surveys at the site as it allows you to identify which profiles 
to use if you have downloaded the profile line shapefile from the useful 
shapefiles section of the website, thereby allowing a direct comparison 
with previous surveys carried out by the Coastal Monitoring Programme. 

The location of control points is depicted on the aerial image in yellow. A 
table lists the names of the points in the unit along with a link to the 
witness diagram giving the co-ordinates for each point. This allows the 
points to be easily located and utilised by anyone wishing to carry out a 
survey in the unit. 

Links to the latest reports prepared by PCO are also included in the survey 
schedules. 

The schedules will be updated regularly to reflect changes in the 
Programme or updates to the control network. 

www.channelcoast.org/southwest/survey_programme_schedule/

When Do We Collect Data in Your Area?
A guide to using our survey schedules

https://twitter.com/OfficialPCO


Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal Monitoring 

Programme, or would like further information, please contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): 
Neil Baglow, Regional Co-ordinator  

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory  
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 586156  

neil.baglow@teignbridge.gov.uk

coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

www.channelcoast.org

/PlymouthCoastalObservatory

@OfficialPCO

CISCAG

NDASCAG

SDADCAG

SECG

http://www.facebook.com/plymouthcoastalobservatory
https://twitter.com/OfficialPCO
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