
PCO News
Newsletter for the South West Regional  Monitoring ProgrammeCoastal

Issue 15   March  2010

INSIDE...

hRegional 
News

hFeature 
Article:

hContacts

 Swath
Bathymetry 
Data on the 

Website

An example of swath bathymetry data 
from Mousehole taken from the website



Regional News
Regional News

South Devon and Dorset (SDADCAG)

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG)

Technical reports for Woolacombe Sands,  
and Crow Point have been produced by PCO 
and are freely available to download from the 

The South West Coastal Monitoring website or by clicking 
Programme is now entering its final year of 
the five year funded period. To ensure the 
continued regional benefits of the 
programme plans are now in place to secure 
funding for a further 5 years, taking us to 
March 2016. It has been recognised that the 
regional approach provides the most 
effective scale of delivery, however there is 
scope for improved consistency on a national 
basis. The preferred option therefore is to 
promote a national network of risk based 
regional monitoring programmes to cover 
the English coast.

A Strategic Appraisal Report (STAR) has 
All LiDAR scheduled to be flown in the 

been prepared to support the funding 
current flying season has been flown. Spring 

submission to the Environment Agency's 
Interim surveys are currently underway, with 

National Review Group (NRG) for a total 
several management units already submitted 

budget of £30million. This has been 
to PCO. Post storm surveys at Sidmouth and 

prepared on behalf of all six regional 
Dawlish Warren were called following rough 

programmes from the North West, North 
weather in the first week of March. 

East, East Riding, Anglian, South East and 
South West Regions. The success of the 
programme is reliant on all coastal operating 
authorities signing up to the programme and 
all have been contacted for their support. All LiDAR due for collection this flying 

season has been collected. On the 25th of 
The STAR is currently being reviewed prior February the Looe Bay wave buoy became 
to its submission to the NRG scheduled for detached from its moorings. The buoy was 
May 12th/13th 2010. A decision should swiftly recovered and kindly looked after by 
therefore be known by the end of May. If the Harbour Master until weather conditions 
successful the funding will be allocated to were good enough for it to be re-deployed. 
each of the regions proportional to the extent The buoy is once again fully operational and 
of surveys for that area. The proposal is that transmitting data to the website.
the lead authority for each Regional 
Programme, which for the South West will 
continue to be Teignbridge District Council, 
will be responsible for managing the budgets 
and controlling all of the contracts in order to 
deliver the full scope of the programme. 

All data collected will remain freely 
available to download from a single website 
covering all of the Regional Programmes.

Directional Waverider Buoy - © Emu Ltd. 

here.

http://www.channelcoast.org/reports/
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Spring interim surveys are currently being We are also happy to arrange meetings with 
completed. A number of management units any members of local authorities who may 
have already been submitted to PCO. wish to discuss the programme or receive a 

demonstration on accessing our data from the 
website. 

The LiDAR scheduled to be flown this 
season has been flown. Spring Interim A number of new features have recently been 
surveys are complete,  have been submitted added to the website. Images from the 
to PCO and will be available from the ARGUS camera at Slapton Sands in Devon,    
website shortly. can now be viewed using a link on the map in 

the real time data section of the website. 

Files which enable users to view swath 
bathymetry data in 3D using Fledermaus 

Aerial photography for the area north of software (SD files) are now available to 
Avonmouth was flown during last year’s download from the data catalogue. Free 
flying season and will be available from the viewer software can be downloaded via a link 
website as soon as it is delivered to PCO. on the map viewer and data catalogue page.
Spring interims are complete and have been 
submitted. 

Swath bathymetry data can now be visualised 
in the data catalogue in the same way as the 
LiDAR and aerial photography. See feature 
article for more information.

As always, if you feel at any time that 
conditions warrant calling a post-storm 
survey on any of the beaches where we 
currently carry out topographic surveys 
please let us know so that we can arrange for 
them to be carried out.  

Storm at Dawlish Warren - November 2009

N o r t h  D e v o n  a n d  S o m e r s e t  
(NDASCAG)

Website.

 Severn Estuary (SECG)

Plymouth Coastal Observatory

 



 Swath Bathymetry 
Data on the Website.

The swath bathymetry data collected by the programme in Mounts Bay has been available to download 
from the website for some time now,  with the data for Lyme Bay soon to be added. Frequent users of the 
website will be aware that zooming in on aerial photography and LiDAR causes the data to visualise in the 
map viewer. The same now applies to our swath bathymetry data, which now has it’s own layer on the 
website.

The data has been coloured using the hot/cold colour scheme familiar to users of MCA bathymetric data, 
although with colour distribution from 0m to 50m water depth, and hillshaded to show the intricate details of 
the seabed around the coast. We are currently working on tying in the colour scheme we use for the LiDAR 
with the bathymetric data in order to provide a seamless image of both the onshore and offshore areas of 
the coast.

Images of the data can be useful in presentations 
and reports due to their highly detailed and colourful 
appearance. To use an image of an area it is not 
necessary to download the data; simply pan to your 
area of interest and right click. Selecting ‘Save 
Picture As...’ will allow you to save a jpg of the image 
on the screen. 

Alternatively, you can download Fledermaus 
iView4D viewer software free of charge via a link on 
the website and use it to view the SD files which can 
be downloaded using the map viewer and data 
catalogue.

Swath bathymetry around Kenneggy Sands

 An iView4D image 
of the swath data



Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal 
Monitoring Programme, or would like further information, please 

contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): 
Martin Hutchings, Regional Co-ordinator  

mhutchings@teignbridge.gov.uk

Environment Agency SW: Keith Nursey   
keith.nursey@environment-agency.gov.uk

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory  
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 586156  
coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

www.channelcoast.org

CISCAG

NDASCAG

SDADCAG
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