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Following the departure of Martin Hutchings in January, the All of the LiDAR scheduled to be flown  for Cornwall this 
role of Regional Co-Ordinator has passed to Neil Baglow. season has been successfully collected.
There will be no change in the day to day activities of the 

Programme and it remains business as usual for PCO. Autumn interim surveys have been completed and 

uploaded to the website and baseline surveys are currently 
The autumn interim surveys for PCO’s topographic work being undertaken. A number of baseline surveys have 
package have been completed and can be downloaded already been submitted to PCO for quality checking and will 
from the website. be available from the website shortly. 

PCO’s baseline surveys have also  recently been completed, 

well before  the end of the working window in August.

The autumn interim surveys for north Devon and Somerset 
The PCO team have  been busy 

have been completed and can now be downloaded from the 
installing additions to the control 

website. Baseline surveys are underway with several already 
network and re-surveying 

having been submitted to PCO for quality checking.
certain existing points to ensure 

the network remains accurate 
Following rough weather in 

and up to date. 
December post-storm surveys 

were called at Westward Ho! 
Witness diagrams for the new 

and Saunton. These surveys 
points will be available from the 

h av e  b e e n  c h e c ke d  a n d  
website once complete. 

accepted and are available to 

download.
Contracts  for  th is  year ’s  

bathymetric surveys have been let and data capture will 

begin mid June. 

All of the LiDAR scheduled to be flown for south Devon and 

Dorset this season has been collected.

All of the Autumn interim surveys have been submitted and 

sent to the website where they are freely available.

Baseline surveys are currently being carried out. Some of 

these surveys differ slightly from our other baseline surveys 

in that the data for the main beach is being collected using a 

laser scanner with details around low water being picked up 
The results of the Phase I clifftop mapping exercise are by a surveyor on foot using RTK GPS. This will speed up data 
available for download from the website. The cliff lines are capture considerably. The deliverables submitted will, 
derived from our aerial photography from 2006 and 2009. however, remain the same.
For more information please see this edition’s feature 

article. Stormy weather in April caused post storms to be called for 

Dawlish Warren and Exmouth on two separate occasions. 

As always this data will be available once it has been quality 

checked by PCO. 

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG)

This flying season’s LiDAR for the 

North Devon and Somerset has 

been successfully flown, despite 

delays caused by adverse 

weather conditions.

Autumn interim surveys are complete and baseline surveys 

are due to be completed by the end of August.

Regional News

Storm Damage at Westward Ho!

Talland Baseline Survey



Date for Your Diary

South West Regional Coastal Monitoring Programme’s

Sixth Annual Partner’s 
Meeting

th11  October 2012

Old Forde House
Teignbridge District Council Offices

Newton Abbot

The South West Regional Coastal Monitoring Programme’s sixth 
thannual partner’s meeting will be held on the 11  October 2011 at 

Teignbridge District Council’s Offices in Newton Abbot.

If you would like to attend the meeting or for more information 
please contact Emerald Siggery either by telephone on 01752 

586155 or email on 

The draft programme for the event will be available from the 
website shortly  

coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk



During Phase I of the Programme two aerial photography surveys of the entire South West coast were captured. Due to 
efficiency savings in this phase, the Programme was able to obtain cliff top mapping  from Portland Bill to Sharpness.

This element of the Programme is now complete, and the data is freely available from the “Useful Shapefiles” directory 
which can be found in the “Reports” section of the website, or by clicking .

The mapping calculations were based on both sets of aerial photography captured during Phase I. This was flown 
between 2006 and 2009, to a scale of 1:5000, on a low spring tide between the months of April and September. Initially, 
the most landward and most seaward cliff features were identified for each set of aerial photographs, with intermediate 
features identified in more complex zones. Having clear feature definitions ensures the repeatability between different 
time periods, as well as consistency for larger areas and a solid understanding of what is being mapped. 

Using the contractor's own predetermined algorithms, cliff erosion polygons were then calculated, and from this the total 
amount of retreat was measured. 

As can be seen from the picture above, pockets of significant cliff top retreat are relatively sparse in distribution. However, 
this dataset now provides a baseline to which additions can be made in the future. With larger time periods, we can 
expect to see more pronounced retreat in particular areas, which will be a valuable tool for anyone assessing the risk of 
cliff erosion in the South West. 

The data is available as shape files for each sub cell of the programme, including the Isles of Scilly, and is split into cliff lines 
for 2006 and 2009, as well as retreat polygons.

here

Clifftop Mapping

http://www.channelcoast.org/reports/


Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal Monitoring 

Programme, or would like further information, please contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): 
Neil Baglow, Regional Co-ordinator  

Environment Agency SW: Keith Nursey   

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory  
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 586156  

neil.baglow@teignbridge.gov.uk

keith.nursey@environment-agency.gov.uk

coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

www.channelcoast.org
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