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will be available from the website shortly 
after they have been submitted to PCO.The South West Regional Coastal 

Monitoring Programme's third annual 
meeting was held in October. We would like 
to thank the speakers for their interesting and The autumn interim topographic surveys 
insightful presentations and everyone who have been completed and submitted to PCO. 
attended for their ongoing and valued The majority of the LiDAR scheduled to be 
support. For those who were unable to flow this season has been collected and is on 
attend, the agenda and presentations from track to be completed by the end of the flying 
the annual meeting are available on the season.
website or by clicking .

The first set of annual reports produced by 
The interim surveys are in the process of the programme have been completed and 
being carried out. The LiDAR scheduled for sent out. The technical report for Porlock is 
the current flying season is almost complete also now available. All reports are freely 
and is expected to be completed on time. In available to download from the website; 
September a team of surveyors from PCO click  to download your copies. Any 
visited the Isles of Scilly to carry out the feedback you may have on the reports would 
autumn interim survey which is now also be most welcome.
available to download from the website. 

As the weather has been so stormy over the 
past few months a number of post-storm 
surveys have been called.  At the end of 
October five post-storm surveys were called The annual beach management plan survey 
in Cornwall near St. Austell and Penzance for Porlock has been completed and 
and seven surveys in Devon around Dawlish submitted. The interim topographic surveys 
Warren and Slapton Sands. This data has are also complete for this autumn. The greater 
been delivered and will be on the website part of the LiDAR for the area has been flown 
shortly. A further post-storm was called at for this season.
Penzance in mid-November along with 
surveys at Chesil Beach and Lyme Regis in 
Dorset. 

The baseline topographic surveys have been 
Additional post-storm surveys were called at completed and are available to download 
the end of the month at Dawlish Warren, from the website. The autumn interim 
Sidmouth, Freshwater and West Bay. These topographic surveys have also been 

completed and submitted and will be 
available to download in the near future.

The South West Regional Coastal 
Monitoring Programme's pages on the 
website have recently been substantially 
updated. The , , , 

 and  sections of 
the website have all undergone a facelift and 
now contain a wealth of useful information. 

 here

here

background aims design
survey techniques analysis

Storm at Dawlish, 2006

http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/latest/
http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/latest/
http://www.channelcoast.org/reports/
http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/programme_background/
http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/programme_aims/
http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/programme_design/
http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/survey_techniques/
http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/analysis_programme/


The photographs supplied by PCO and the 
programme's partners have all been A directional Waverider buoy was deployed 
successfully uploaded to the . If in Weston Bay (off Weston-super-Mare) on 
you have any photos of the recent stormy 10 November. Real-time wave parameters 
weather or damage caused by it, please email are on the website, along with the wave 
them to us so that they can be included in the spectra. This new feature shows the 
gallery. proportion of sea and swell at each site as 

shown in this example from Bideford Bay on 
As always, if you feel at any time that 14 November 2009. The total wave height 
conditions warrant calling a post-storm was 3.14m, but there were two distinct wave 
survey on any of the beaches where we trains, sea waves of 2.74m at 7 seconds, and 
currently carry out topographic surveys swell waves of 1.53m at 14 seconds.   The 
please let us know so that we can arrange for wave spectra are generating a lot of interest, 
them to be carried out.  especially from the Met Office but also from 

the surfing fraternity.  All Waveriders 
survived the recent stormy period and waves 
exceeding 6m Hs were recorded in West Bay 
and off Chesil Beach, with waves of nearly 
5m Hs at Penzance.

 photo gallery
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Wave Spectra for Bideford Bay, 14th November 2009

http://www.channelcoast.org/gallery/
http://www.channelcoast.org/gallery/


Annual Partner’s Meeting 2009
thThe third annual partner's meeting was held at Old Forde House, Newton Abbot on the 6  of October and 

as attended by over 50 representatives from partners and related bodies.  We were pleased to welcome 
representatives from the programme's extension into the Severn Estuary. 

The morning session was centred around new developments and programme progress. Following 
opening remarks by Martin Hutchings, the regional co-ordinator, an update on the progress of the 
programme and its expansion was given by Simon Humphry along with a presentation on the wave and 
tidal data developments given by Travis Mason.  A live demonstration of the newest features and updates 
to the website was given by Emerald McLoughlin, together with a brief reminder of how to access the data 
on the website. 

The Morning session was concluded with an informative presentation from Andy Bradbury on the progress 
of the National Coastal Monitoring Programme.

The afternoon session was focused on the use of the data collected by the programme. Nathan Sykes, 
Office Manager of PCO delivered a timely presentation on the Annual Reports produced by PCO. These 
were launched at the meeting, with local authority engineers being given their bound copy on the day. 

Gemma Kaye delivered a presentation on a technical report produced by PCO for Porlock, Somerset. This 
was also released on the day of the annual meeting and utilised both regional monitoring programme and 
historic data to provide an overview of changes at Porlock since 1999.

A presentation by Emerald McLoughlin gave a brief overview of the results of the swath bathymetric data 
collected along the Cornish coast and served as an introduction to a very interesting presentation on the 
results of the Dorset Integrated Seabed Study given by Dr Justin Dix from the National Oceanography 
Centre Southampton. 

A presentation entitled 'Coastal habitat mapping and the Regional Habitat Creation Programme' was given 
by Lyn Jenkins and provided an insight into the uses of the habitat mapping data collected by the 
programme.

Following afternoon coffee was a presentation on the Cornwall Sand Dune and Beach Management 
Strategy given by Rob Webbon from Halcrow. It was a return to familiar territory for Rob; having initially 
been the office manager at PCO he is quite accustomed to giving presentations for the coastal monitoring 

programme!

Graeme Smith, chair of SDADCAG, delivered 
a topical presentation on the use of our data in 
the SMP. The final presentation was given by 
Tim Scott, a PhD student at the University of 
Plymouth. The presentation outlined his 
research into beach morphodynamics and 
hazards and the use he has made of the 
programme's data.

We would like to extend our thanks to all the 
speakers and everyone who contributed to a 
very successful meeting.The Team at the Annual Meeting



Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal 
Monitoring Programme, or would like further information, please 

contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): 
Martin Hutchings, Regional Co-ordinator  

mhutchings@teignbridge.gov.uk

Environment Agency SW: Keith Nursey   
keith.nursey@environment-agency.gov.uk

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory  
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 586156  
coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

www.channelcoast.org
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