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Despite what turned out to be a wash-out summer and the 

huge challenges posed by the weather the aerial 

photography for the SDADCAG area was all captured. This 
The PCO team have completed all the autumn interim will be made available once the data has undergone final QC 
surveys for their work package, well within the scheduled checks. 
survey window. These surveys will be available from the 

website shortly, once final QC checks have been finished. Stormy weather in October necessitated calling post-storm 

surveys at Dawlish Warren and Exmouth. The data from 
September also saw these surveys has already been submitted and will be 
the team heading uploaded to the website shortly. 
out to the Isles of 

Scilly to carry out the The Tor Bay Waverider Buoy was cut adrift more than once in 
annual topographic May and the decision was taken to delay redeployment until 
s u r v e y s  o f  t h e  the end of the Powerboat season, to ensure the buoys 
Islands. safety. 

The team were also Single Beam bathymetric surveys have been completed for 
commissioned to the Teign and Exe Estuaries.
carry out a post-

storm survey of an 

area not currently 

encompassed by the 
LiDAR collected during the 2011/2012 flying season has Programme. This 
been uploaded and is available from the website.  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  

successfully and the data delivered promptly. Please 
Baseline topographic surveys are also complete and autumn contact PCO should you wish to commission the team to 
interim surveys have commenced. carry out any survey work not already covered by the 

Programme. 
Adverse weather conditions in Cornwall over the summer 

proved insurmountable, resulting in only 74% of the aerial The PCO Office has once again moved home, although it’s 
photography being captured; Not bad considering we had still located at the University of Plymouth. We can now be 
the second wettest summer on record! Only the Fal Estuary found in the Brunel Building, should anyone wish to drop 
remains to be flown and this will now take place in next by. Our contact details remain unchanged, and can be 
year’s flying season. found at the end of the newsletter. 

Multi-Beam Bathymetric surveys commenced in June and This year’s Annual Partner’s Meeting was held in October 
have now been completed. The data will be available once it and was very well attended. We would like to thank all 
has undergone quality checks.those involved for their contribution to what was deemed 
 to be a very interesting and enjoyable day. 

Lidar  from the 2011/2012 flying season is now available to 
LiDAR for the NDASCAG and SECG area has been submitted download from the website.
and is undergoing final QC checks. The data will be sent to 

the website for upload once it has been signed off by PCO. Baseline topographic surveys have been completed and will 

be available from the website in the near future. Autumn 
Autumn interim surveys are underway and are scheduled to interim topographic surveys are currently underway and 
be completed by the end of the year. The surveys will, as are due to be completed by the end of December.  
always, be available once the data has been submitted and 

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG)
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Setting up the base station at Seaton, 
Cornwall during the autumn interim surveys



checked. and links to any reports which have been compiled for the 

survey unit.

Storms in October led to calling post storm surveys for a 

number of sites along the North Devon and Somerset coast. The survey schedules should provide an easy answer for 

These included Westward Ho!, Minehead, Burnham-on- anyone wishing to establish which surveys will be carried out 

Sea, Weston-super-Mare and Sand Bay. Data from these in their area of interest and when.

surveys has already been submitted and will be available 

once it has been accepted. 

The Weston Bay wave buoy came adrift from it’s moorings 

on the 22nd September and despite an extensive search, 

including generous help from Swansea Coastguard it was 

nowhere to be found. The buoy was eventually found and 

reported by a member of the public at Llantwit Major, on 

the Welsh coast, on the 10th of October. Initial assessments 

show the buoy to be badly damaged, so a replacement will 

be deployed as soon as weather conditions permit. 

The  section of the website has recently 

been extensively updated. It now contains an at a glance 

summary of the aerial photography and LiDAR schedules as 

well as an extensive topographic survey schedule.

The topographic survey schedules give details of the full 

survey programme for each survey unit where topographic 

surveys are carried out, along with an illustration of the 

location of survey profiles and control points. They also 

contain links to the witness diagrams for the control points 

Website

here.

survey schedules

To view our survey schedules click 

Regional News

An example of one of our new topographic survey 
schedules

Storm damage at Westward Ho!

Looe, Cornwall. October 2012

http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/survey_programme_schedule/
http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/survey_programme_schedule/


th thThe Programme’s 6  Annual Partner’s meeting was held on the 11  October, at Teignbridge District Council’s offices in Newton Abbot. 
Roughly 50 of the Programme’s Partners showed their continued support for the Programme by joining us and we were glad to 
welcome a number of new faces into our midst. 

The weather on the day was torrential so we would like to start by thanking everyone for battling their way through the rain to attend. 
An especial thank you is reserved for our speakers who gave up their time to provide a variety of interesting and engaging 
presentations. 

The day began with opening remarks from Neil Baglow, who was chairing his first Partner’s meeting as the Programme’s new Regional 
Co-ordinator. Neil was followed by Simon Humphry who delivered an informative update on the Programme’s progress over the past 
year. Nathan Sykes then delivered a very useful presentation on how the Programme’s data can be used by Partners to compliment 
the Medium Term Plan.  Mark Wiggins gave a presentation on the use of terrestrial laser scanners in the acquisition of baseline 
topographic data. The survey window for the Programme’s baseline topographic surveys has just closed and Mark updated Partners 
on the new methodology which was used to carry out baseline topographic surveys at some of our monitoring sites over the summer. 

Another presentation by Nathan Sykes demonstrated PCO’s survey capabilities to the Partner’s. The team are now experienced in 
carrying out topographic surveys using the RTK GPS survey equipment purchased in the first phase of the Programme. Nathan also 
mentioned that the team are available to carry out external work which falls outside of the Programme’s current remit. 

Emerald Siggery gave a live website demonstration. This was a valuable lesson in how to get hold of our data for those who are new to 
using our website, and served as a refresher for those Partner’s who are accustomed to downloading our data. She also drew 
attention to new additions and upgrades to the website. One of the more important changes to the website is a change in the way our 
data is licensed. Travis Mason gave an overview of these changes and introduced Partners to the Open Government Licence, which is 
now used to licence our data. 

Over lunch Partners were given the opportunity to browse displays and network, before the afternoon session was opened by Richard 
Edmonds from Dorset County Council. Richard drew our attention to some fascinating, and unexplained goings on at Lyme Regis in a 
talk entitled ‘Bursting and Heaving Ledges at Monmouth Beach, Lyme Regis and New Techniques Applied in Monitoring the Process’. 

Andy Bradbury followed with a presentation on Storm Watch UK, which will be a photo sharing application to share photos of 
overtopping events which will then be linked to coastal monitoring data with the intention of better understanding the effects of 
certain types of storm events. 

Dave Simmonds from the University of Plymouth then delivered a presentation on the THESEUS project. The project is an 
international venture which has been running since 2009 and aims to deliver innovative technologies for safer European coasts in a 
changing climate.  Alan Frampton from Halcrow presented an informative talk on the use of our coastal monitoring data in beach 
management plans, illustrating very clearly the enormous value of the dataset which has been compiled by the Programme since 
2007. 

Finally Stephen Hayes from EGS International Ltd gave a very engaging presentation on the bathymetric surveys which were carried 
out for the Programme along the Cornwall coast over the summer, showing clearly the challenges met when undertaking surveys of 
this nature and keeping the audience entertained with footage of the wildlife encountered along the way!

For those of you who were unable to attend or wish to have another look at the presentations from the day they are available from the 
website or by clicking here

Annual Partner’s Meeting
2012

http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/latest/


Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal Monitoring 

Programme, or would like further information, please contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): 
Neil Baglow, Regional Co-ordinator  

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory  
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 586156  

neil.baglow@teignbridge.gov.uk

coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

www.channelcoast.org
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