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Regional News
Regional News This edition of the Newsletter contains a 

stThe topographic baseline data has now all summary of the SWRCMP 1  Annual Partners 
been submitted and the majority of that data meeting.
has been uploaded onto the website.  The 
interim surveys, comprising of shore- Coastal Authority Groups:
normal profiles at typically 100 to 200m South Devon and Dorset (SDADCAG)
spacing, are well underway and roughly The single beam bathymetric survey is now 
50% of the sites have been surveyed, the complete between Petit Tor Point and Rame 
deadline for completion of this phase of Head, the data will be QC'd upon delivery to 
work is the end of November. PCO.  Multi-beam data have been collected 
Bathymetric surveys were finally blessed between Petit Tor Point and Exmouth and 
with decent weather in September and surveys have now stopped for the winter 
October which allowed some late-season period.
progress.  Of the 8 work packages, 3 are The Beach Management Plan (BMP) baseline 
complete, one is continuing and an surveys, and the autumn interim topographic 
extension has been granted on the remaining surveys are now complete for this area
4 until 2008 as the short winter days will 
inhibit extensive data collection. Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG)
LiDAR collection last winter was Bathymetric work package 3 (from Rame 
incomplete due to the unusually cloudy Head to Lizard point is roughly 65% complete 
conditions. This winter the flights have and should be finished before the end of 
started earlier in September to take November.
advantage of the better weather and the The interim topographic beach surveys are 
equinoctial spring tides. About 75% of the progressing well on both the north and south 
coast has now been collected and should be coasts.
delivered to PCO shortly. The CISCAG website has now gone live 
The programme for this winter comprises ( ) and will be a useful tool for 
the remaining areas from last year plus all members of this coastal group.  The 
additional areas that are programmed for website contains, among other information, a 
annual flights, such as Chesil Beach and summary of the SMP2 process and a members 
Bideford Bay. area with papers from past meetings etc. 
The process for the removal of water from 
the LiDAR data has been approved and this North Devon and Somerset (NDASCAG)
will be applied to future submissions of All bathymetric data have been collected for 
data. this area and the majority have been QC'd and 
The aerial photography has drawn to a close are ready for upload to the website.
for this year, to resume in early summer The topographic interim profile surveys began 
2008.  A poor summer meant that large at the end of October and should be complete 
amounts of cloud cover inhibited by the November deadline.
completion of the aerial photography and 
some flights will be required next year. Channel Coastal Observatory
A scoping study has been carried out to look Bathymetric data are now being uploaded to 
at the feasibility of extending the boundary the website.  
of the coastal monitoring programme into The data stream from the wavebuoy at Slapton 
the Severn Estuary.  The project board has has been interrupted recently due to 
agreed that the programme should be intermittent faults in the data transfer system. 
extended up to Sharpness to match the The faulty equipment has now been replaced.
Environment Agency area boundary.  

www.ciscag.org



Annual Meeting  
2007

The first annual partner's meeting was held on the 12th of September at the University of Plymouth and was 

attended by 61 representatives from the programme partners and related bodies.  Following opening remarks from 

the chairman Mr Phil Perkins (Regional Co-ordinator), Martin Hutchings (Project Manager) gave an introduction to 

the programme, from its conception, “like all good ideas, … at the pub” to data processing and analysis. 

A series of presentations was then given on the data collected by the Programme, beginning with Nathan Sykes, 

who outlined collection methods for topographic surveys and the frequency of data collection. Emerald McLoughlin 

described the collection of the single beam and multi-beam bathymetric data and its uses, including how the multi-

beam surveys have been extended to aid the recovery of the MSC Napoli. 

The hydrodynamic data collection was presented by Travis Mason, regarding the installation and data collected by 

the coastal wave and tides network.  Details were given about the different types of equipment and their primary 

uses, along with the availability of real-time and quality controlled archived data.  The 2006 Coastal Wave Network 

Annual Report was used to illustrate the statistics which are collated and summarised in a format useful to coastal 

engineers.

The morning session concluded with talks about the aerial and LiDAR programme.  Roy Russell described the 

principles of LiDAR and gave a comprehensive overview of both the resulting data and some of its uses.  Angela 

Proctor followed with a similar description of the aerial photography and illustrated her talk with some of the very high 

quality images which had recently been delivered.

Over lunch, partners were given the chance to browse the various displays prepared by PCO, including a fly through 

of our data and demonstrations of SANDS and GPS survey equipment.  

The meeting re-commenced with a talk by Lyn Jenkins on the ecological mapping component of the Programme.  

Lyn included examples of the biodiversity of the South West and showed how the programme will use the aerial 

photography for the purpose of habitat mapping.  

A presentation by Robert Webbon illustrated how the data collected by the Programme will be analysed by PCO and 

reported to programme partners.  He included details of beach volumetric analysis and sediment distribution maps, 

and showed examples of Annual Reports, each covering a coastal sub-cell, and the detailed Beach Management 

Plan Reports.

David Simmonds then gave a presentation on the interaction between the Plymouth Coastal Observatory and 

teaching and research at the University of Plymouth, including examples of the ways in which the data collected can 

be used by the University in both its strategic research and to support MSc and BSc student projects.

The new website,  was unveiled by Travis Mason in a live demonstration of its new features 

and the new section specific to the South West.  She concluded with the method to download data from the website's 

Map Viewer and Data Catalogue.

The meeting concluded with a presentation by Andy Bradbury on the proposed National Coastal Monitoring 

Programme, centred on a risk-based programme design, with a regional structure broadly similar to the Southeast 

and Southwest programmes.

Following the annual meeting, a joint CIWEM/ICE evening meeting was held at the University of Plymouth, on 2nd 

October, to deliver a similar range of presentations to a wider audience.  The evening was attended by a capacity 

audience and was deemed most successful. 

www.channelcost.org
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Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal 
Monitoring Programme, or would like further information, please 

contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): Martin Hutchings   
mhutchings@teignbridge.gov.uk

Environment Agency SW: Roy Russell   
roy.russell@environment-agency.gov.uk

Regional Co-ordinator: Phil Perkins  
pperkins@teignbridge.gov.uk

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory  
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 232676  
coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

www.channelcoast.org
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