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PCO have acquired a new Fledermaus 3D data 
visualisation system. This  will allow the team to 
efficiently view and quality check large densities 
of data, such as that collected by the laser scan Full technical approval has now been received 
surveys and the LiDAR surveys.for the next phase of the South West Regional 

Coastal Monitoring Programme. The final 
October saw the start of the LiDAR flying hurdle to achieve financial approval is now 
season. Updates on the progress of the LiDAR being sought as part of the National Network of 
programme are available in the form of regularly Regional Coastal Monitoring Programmes. In 
updated maps in the  section of the light of the recent Government Spending 
website.Review we eagerly await this final decision to 

proceed with setting up the next series of 
PCO has recently taken delivery of some new contracts and current feedback is very positive. 
GPS survey equipment. In the past the team have Documents are now being prepared to support 
been reliant on survey kit kindly lent to them by the OJEU notice soon to be issued and the 
CCO to survey the Isles of Scilly and Lyme subsequent pre-qualification of interested 
Regis; the new kit will eliminate the need for this surveying contractors. Those wishing to express 
and allow PCO to carry out surveys where an interest will be requested to register at the 
appropriate.  website 

where all documents will become available 
electronically.

This year’s Annual Reports have been 
completed and are available to download from 
the website or by clicking . For more 
information on our Annual Reports please see 
the feature article in PCO  - April 
2009.

The contract for the cliff laser scanning was 
awarded to Merrett Surveys and surveys are 
almost complete. Data will be uploaded to the 

The Programme’s fourth Annual Partner’s website once it has been submitted and quality 
thMeeting was held in Newton Abbot on the 7  checked.

October. The presentations from the meeting are 
available on the website or by clinking 
More information on what was a very successful 
meeting can be found in the . 

A BMP report for Sidmouth has recently been 
completed by PCO and is now available to 
download from the website or by clicking .

The Tor Bay wave buoy was cut adrift 3 times in 

latest updates

www.supplyingthesouthwest.org.uk

here

News Issue 12

here. 

feature article

here
Fledermaus 3D Image of Laser Scan Data Sidmouth 

The Programme’s New GPS Base Station, 
Shortly After Being Unpacked in the Office

http://www.supplyingthesouthwest.org.uk
http://www.channelcoast.org/reports/
http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/newsletter/
http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/latest/
http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/latest/
http://www.channelcoast.org/data_management/online_data_catalogue/metadata/search/index2.php?action=view_metadata&id=197143
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August. Redeployment was delayed until the The website will shortly be undergoing some 
end of September, when the summer holiday and maintenance. We have received some feedback 
powerboat racing season ended. that the data download process may not be as 

intuitive as it could be for new users and we aim 
This year’s Beach Management Plan surveys, to remedy this. We would value any feedback you 
including the new sites, have been submitted and may have on your experiences with using the 
accepted as have the majority of the autumn website and on how we could make the download 
interim topographic surveys. All the data will be process more intuitive.
uploaded to the website shortly. 

The PCO team carried out the annual Isles of 
Scilly survey in September, using the new GPS 
kit and with a little help from CCO. Data will be 
available from the website shortly. .

 
Beach Management Plan surveys and the 
majority of the autumn interim topographic 
surveys have been completed and submitted to 
PCO to be quality checked. 

The new Beach Management Plan Surveys have 
been completed and accepted, as have the 
original BMP surveys.

The autumn interim topographic surveys are 
currently underway.

All the autumn interim topographic surveys 
have been submitted and quality checked by 
PCO. The data will be available from the website 
shortly.

The website is currently being transferred to a 
new server which should make searching for, 
and visualising data much quicker.

Data from Plymouth University's met. station at 
Perranporth has been added to the website, by 
kind permission of Dr M. Davidson.

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG)

North Devon and Somerset 
(NDASCAG)

Severn Estuary (SECG)

Website.



Annual Partner’s Meeting 
2010

thThis year's annual partner's meeting was held on the 7  of October in Newton Abbot and was attended by more than 40 of 

the programme's partners. The day commenced with opening remarks from the chairman, Mr Martin Hutchings, the 

Regional Coordinator, followed by an update on the programme and new developments over the past year from Simon 

Humphry.  A useful update on the progress of the National Coastal Monitoring Programme by Andy Bradbury concluded 

the first part of the morning session. 

The second session of the morning was given over to the technical side of the programme. In a departure from the previous 

meeting's format a number of guest speakers were kind enough to volunteer to give presentations, the first of these being 

Andrew Gowland from EMU limited, who delivered a very interesting presentation on the programme's new tide gauge at 

Port Isaac.  Andrew had been involved in the deployment of the equipment at Port Isaac and described first hand the 

challenges of installing a tide gauge in such an inaccessible location and how the data supplied by such a 'robust, reliable 

and unique' piece of kit can be invaluable in long-term monitoring and for the local community. 

Following Andrew's presentation Emerald McLoughlin gave a live demonstration of the website's newest features, such as 

the custom alerts and link to the Slapton ARGUS camera. She concluded the demonstration with a reminder of how to 

download data from the map viewer and data catalogue.

PCO's newest piece of data analysis software was demonstrated by Chris Moulton. Fledermaus 3D data visualisation 

system allows large densities of data, such as that data collected by swath bathymetry and laser scanning, to be quickly and 

effectively visualised in 3D which in turn allows any spurious data to be quickly identified and remedied. 

The morning session was concluded by another of our guest speakers, Michael Stickley from Halcrow.  Michael gave a 

demonstration of SANDS (Shoreline and Near Shore Data System) software, which is used by PCO in their topographic 

data analysis. For more information on SANDS please see the feature article in , September 2007.

Over lunch partner's were given the change to browse displays and  prepared by PCO and have a look at the newly 

acquired GPS survey equipment. Demonstrations of the Fledermaus software also proved to be very popular. 

The afternoon session was dedicated to the use of the data collected by the programme. The first presentation was given by 

Nathan Sykes. It described the surveys carried out by PCO in the Isles of Scilly and outlined the challenges of surveying the 

most remote part of the programme's coast. 

A case study of one of our beach management sites followed. Analysis of the data collected at Sidmouth was presented by 

Gemma Kaye; incorporating historic data with the data collected by the programme she outlined how the site has changed 

since 2000. Graeme Smith then delivered a presentation on Dawlish Warren, using historic photographs to capture the 

extent of the changes to the spit.

The last of our guest speakers, Andrew Bell, North Devon's Biosphere Reserve Coordinator, gave a very interesting 

presentation on research being done at Westward Ho!, Northam Burrows and Crow Point and how our data has been 

incorporated into the research.

The meeting concluded with a presentation by Andy Bradbury entitled the Application of Monitoring Data in Support of a 

Legal Challenge. The presentation put the data the programme collects into a different perspective.

We would like to thank all our guest speakers and those involved in the organisation of what proved to be a very 

successfully day. All the presentations from the meeting are available on our website or by clicking .

PCO News Issue 6

reports

here



Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal 
Monitoring Programme, or would like further information, please 

contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): 
Martin Hutchings, Regional Co-ordinator  

martin.hutchings@teignbridge.gov.uk

Environment Agency SW: Keith Nursey   
keith.nursey@environment-agency.gov.uk

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory  
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 586156  
coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

www.channelcoast.org

CISCAG

NDASCAG

SDADCAG

SECG
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