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Plymouth Coastal Observatory

The seventh Annual Partner’s meeting was held in 
Newton Abbot at the beginning of October. The day 
was, as always, well attended and we would like to 
extend our thanks to everyone, especially the 
speakers, who attended and contributed to what was a 
very successful meeting. If you were unable to join us 
and are interested in catching up on what took place, 
more information can be found in the feature article.

The PCO team made their annual survey trip to the 
Isles of Scilly in September. Topographic beach surveys 
were successfully carried out on all of the inhabited 
islands over the course of the week.

The team are currently busy carrying out their autumn 
interim topographic surveys. Thurlestone in South 
Hams and Talland Bay in Cornwall have already been 
completed, leaving the team well on track to finish the 
surveys by the end of the year. 

Over the autumn and winter, when the weather is at 
it’s worst, please remember to get in touch if you feel 
that any of the beaches in your area require post-
storm surveys. 

South Devon and Dorset (SDADCAG)

Following stormy weather which led to a noticeable 
loss of material on the beach, a post-storm survey was 

called at Dawlish Warren. 

The same stormy weather precluded the capture of 
any LiDAR data along the South Devon and Dorset 
coast, although the entire area is due to be flown by the 
end of April 2014, weather permitting!

Autumn interim topographic surveys are underway, 
with a few survey units being completed to date. 

The Tor Bay wave buoy survived this year’s powerboat 
season unscathed! This follows efforts to raise 
awareness of it’s location and reduce the likelihood of 
it being cut adrift as frequently as in previous summers. 

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (CISCAG)

Over the summer, 10cm aerial photography was 
captured along the entire North Cornwall coast. Due to 
unfavourable weather, the aerial photography for the 
Isles of Scilly couldn’t be captured within the flying 
season and will therefore be flown next year instead. 
The data which was captured is undergoing processing 
and will be uploaded to the website as soon as it’s 
submitted and accepted by PCO.

Autumn interim topographic surveys are underway, 
with several survey units having been submitted, 
accepted and sent to the website already. 

The 2013-2014 LiDAR flying season has also started, 
although bad weather has meant that so far no data 
has been captured. 

Regional News

Like us on Facebook 
/PlymouthCoastalObservatory

Follow us on Twitter
@OfficialPCO 

We are always interested and open to receiving your 
feedback on the Programme but it’s especially 
important as we move forward and look towards 
Phase III. 

With this in mind we have put together a quick 
questionnaire. Please spare a few minutes to fill out 
the questionnaire and give us your opinion so that we 
can make sure that we continue to deliver a relevant 
and cost-effective Programme!

Click  to give us feedback on here
the Programme

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RY6PQT7
https://www.facebook.com/#!/PlymouthCoastalObservatory
https://twitter.com/OfficialPCO


Regional News
North Devon and Somerset (NDASCAG) 
and the Severn Estuary (SECG)
 

10cm aerial photography was successfully acquired 
between Hartland Point and Brean Down over the 
summer and is available to download from the 
website. The areas between Brean Down and 
Sharpness and Lydney and Beachley Point couldn’t be 
captured due to weather constraints. These  areas will 
be flown next spring. 

Autumn interim topographic surveys are underway, 
with several already having been accepted by PCO 
and sent for upload to the website. 

LiDAR for the entire region is scheduled to be flown in 
the 2013-2014 flying season. Data capture has so far 
been unsuccessful due to bad weather.

The Bideford Bay wave buoy came adrift at the 
beginning of September; the buoy was swiftly 
retrieved and redeployed two days later.

 

Website

Some of you may have noticed, whilst using the 
website, that a new button in the shape of a printer 
has been added to the toolbar in the map viewer and 
data catalogue. 

Clicking on this button automatically generates a PDF 
of the area displayed in the map viewer at the time. 

This is particularly useful when used with the map 
viewer’s visualisation feature. It allows you to visualise 
the data for an area and quickly and easily save or print 
the image you have generated.

You can see below an example of a PDF created from 
the map viewer. The image shows the latest aerial 
photography for Porthleven and Loe Bar in Cornwall, 
overlaid with LiDAR and multi-beam bathymetric 
data.

 

BBOX=161176.63352291,23413.884943231,166751.77556837,26389.382102323
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The Programme’s seventh Annual Partner’s meeting took place at the beginning of October at Teignbridge District 
Council’s offices in Newton Abbot.  The meeting was, once again, well attended by the Programme’s Partners and we 
are grateful for everyone’s continued interest and support.

Neil Baglow, the Programme’s Regional Co-ordinator, began the meeting with some opening remarks and was 
followed by Simon Humphry who delivered an update on the Programme’s progress and developments over the past 
year. 

Nathan Sykes then gave an informative presentation on the PCO team’s survey capabilities. He drew attention to the 
team’s growing experience in carrying out topographic beach surveys and how 
the potential to carry out external surveys and data processing can be capitalised 
on by the Programme. 

Following the completion of the second round of baseline topographic surveys 
last summer, the value of our dataset has grown hugely. Mark Wiggins gave a 
presentation showing how our baseline data can be used for difference 
modelling to show changes in beach levels. 

A live website demonstration was given by Emerald Siggery, showing newer 
website users how to download our data and drawing attention to improvements and upgrades to the website since 
last year’s meeting. PCO’s Facebook and Twitter accounts were also displayed and Partners encouraged to keep up to 
date with the team via social media. 

This year’s meeting included a slight change in format in the form of an extended discussion session before lunch. This 
gave everyone a chance to voice their opinion on the Programme and feed back on changes or improvements which 
need to be made, looking towards the third phase of the Programme. Partners also took the opportunity to voice their 
support for the Programme and highlight the huge benefits of a long term dataset in coastal management.  The 
discussions will prove invaluable in providing a robust and cost-effective Programme whilst maintaining a respected 
long term dataset. 

Over lunch there were opportunities for networking and to browse displays, before the afternoon session was opened 
by the first of our guest speakers, Dr Helen Reeves from the British Geological Survey. Dr Reeves gave a very 
informative and engaging talk entitled ‘How coastal landslides have made waves in 2012-2013'. Coastal landslides 

have been of growing concern to a number of the Programme’s Partners and as 
such Dr Reeves’ talk was of great interest.  

The first of two presentations from Richard Cox from the Environment Agency 
followed. Richard gave an update on the Steart Coastal Management Project, 
followed later in the afternoon by and update on the progress of the Dawlish 
Warren and Exmouth Beach Management Scheme. 

Claire Earlie from Plymouth University gave a presentation on her work 
quantifying coastal cliff erosion in hard rock environments in Cornwall and Nick 
Ely from the Environment Agency gave a talk on nearshore modelling in 

Cornwall. Both presentations showed how the information collected by the Programme, in particular the data from 
the wave buoys, is used in both academic research and flood risk management. 

We’d like to say a big thank you to all of the guest speakers for their contributions to the day. If you missed the meeting 
our would like another chance to look a the presentations they are available from the latest updates section of the 
website or by clicking . here

Annual Partner’s Meeting 2013

Networking over lunch

Claire Earlie presenting at the meeting 

http://www.channelcoast.org/southwest/latest/


Contacts
If you have any queries about the South West Regional Coastal Monitoring 

Programme, or would like further information, please contact:

Lead Authority (Teignbridge DC): 
Neil Baglow, Regional Co-ordinator   

neil.baglow@teignbridge.gov.uk

or  contact the regional data management centre:

Plymouth Coastal Observatory    
University of Plymouth 

Drake Circus, 
Plymouth, 
PL4 8AA

Tel: 01752 586156  
coastal.observatory@plymouth.ac.uk

www.channelcoast.org

/PlymouthCoastalObservatory

@OfficialPCO

CISCA

NDASCAG

SDADCAG

SECG

https://www.facebook.com/#!/PlymouthCoastalObservatory
https://twitter.com/OfficialPCO

